Getting on better cards

10. The Intimate Relationship Continuum
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All relationships have Lack of open and Conflict is frequent, Day to day unresolved Clearer victim' and Clear ‘abuser’ and
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they're experienced and
resolved that matters

Children are
experiencing
constructive resolution
of any arguments,
characterised by
mutual respect and
emotional control

communication;
difficulties are
minimised, not
recognised or
addressad

Children beginning to
be affected by conflict
between their parents

ACTION

Early conwversation
initiated by a Familles
First Practitioner;
direct to sources of
self-help

resolved; parents
emationally unavailable to
their partner and children;
lack of consistency in
parenting feeling isolated;
toxic atmosphere

Children being adversely
affected

ACTION

Families First assessment;

consider referral to
couples counselling or
mediation service

contlicts; no consistent
pattern of ‘victim' or
‘abuser’

Children being adversaly
affected; children may
show signs of distress
and their mental health/
behaviour may be
affected

ACTION

Families First
assessment; contact
Sunflower for
advicefaccess to
senvices

Children being
si#:iﬁca nthy adversely
affected: children’s
mental health and/or
behaviour being
affected

ACTION

Families First
assessment; follow
domestic abuse
pathways/processes;
refer to children’s
seryices
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significant risk of harm

Children at risk of
significant harm;
children being
traumatised

ACTION

Referral to specialist
domestic abuse
service(s); refer to
children’s services
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