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One Public Estate - Bedford Town Centre

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100049028.  You are not permitted to copy, sub-license, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.
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One Public Estate Transforming 
Bedfordshire Partnership

Key public sector 
partners in the 
inner urban areas of 
Bedford, immediately 
south and west of 
the town centre, 
have committed 
to improving the 
management of 
public sector land 
and property that is 
currently underused 
or has the potential 
for improvement and 
development. 

We are preparing two masterplans: one for areas on the 
town centre side of the Midland Mainline railway and a 
second for the land at Ford End Road west of the railway. 
The masterplans will be developed side by side and will  
be linked to form an overarching vision. 

The masterplans will also play an important role in assessing 
the land use and capacity of a mix of development sites which 
will help to inform the emerging Bedford Local Plan 2035. This 
will also support the development of brownfield sites within  
the urban area of Bedford.

Success can only be achieved by working together and as a key 
stakeholder we would like to involve you in this exciting project. 
Formal consultation will take place for 4 weeks starting week 
commencing 2nd October 2017.

We are bringing together key strategic  partners in order 
to consider current findings, review options and to make 
recommendations for future development opportunities.

One Public Estate - Transforming Bedfordshire Partnership 
As you may be aware Bedford Borough Council is working with 
partners on a pioneering One Public Estate Programme (see 
note below) aimed at improving the management of public 
sector land and property that is currently underused or has 
the potential for improvement and development. 

 

 
Any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mal Hussain

mal.hussain@bedford.gov.uk 
01234 718486

This includes looking at important inner urban areas of 
Bedford, immediately south and west of the town centre. 
The pattern of land ownership is a mix of public sector and 
private sector land owners. Working together there are 
significant opportunities to regenerate these areas and make 
an important contribution to supporting the growth of Bedford 
town centre. The overall aim is to promote an attractive mix 
of residential, economic and community uses that work well 
together and enhance the town.

I hope you will agree that this is an exciting opportunity 
for Bedford and that you will be able to contribute to the 
development of key parts of Bedford

Background to the One Public Estate Programme
This is a pioneering initiative funded by the Cabinet Office, 
Government Property Unit (GPU) and delivered in partnership 
with the Local Government Association (LGA). 

The programme is designed to facilitate and enable local 
authorities to work successfully with central government and 
local agencies on public property and land issues through 
sharing and collaboration. It has four main objectives:

1.  Create economic growth - to enable released land and 
property to be used to stimulate economic growth and 
regeneration, e.g. new housing and jobs

2.  Deliver more integrated and customer focused services  
- to encourage publically funded services to co-locate,  
to demonstrate service efficiencies, and to work towards  
a more customer-focused service delivery.

3.  Generate capital receipts - to release land and property  
to generate capital receipts (to re-invest locally).

4.  Reduce running costs - to reduce the running costs of 
central and local government assets.

Our vision is to be a Net Zero Carbon Council by 2030 
In March 2019, the Council signed a Climate Emergency declaration and pledged to become 
carbon neutral by 2030. As part of this, we monitor the carbon emissions from our own 
operations and publish these figures annually. The Council has previously achieved a 62% 
carbon reduction between 2009 and 2018, and since then there has been a further 15% 
reduction in emissions.

There are many benefits to Net Zero and these are reflected in our policies, plans and 
strategies across the Council. The image below shows our vision for how we will achieve  
our target of a Net Zero Bedford Borough Council.

Our primary focus is on reducing Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions, but our approach also 
tackles emissions of other significant greenhouse gases.

CO2 is the main greenhouse gas emitted by humans, largely due to the use of fossil fuels 
to power our economy, heat our properties and for transport. Once CO2 is emitted, the land 
surface and the ocean take some of the carbon out of the atmosphere, but a significant 
proportion remains for centuries to millennia. This creates warming that persists in the 
atmosphere for a very long time.

Each additional tonne of CO2 emitted adds more long-lasting greenhouse gases to the 
atmosphere and creates more warming, meaning the global temperature increases in 
proportion to the cumulative total emissions of CO2. Emissions of CO2 must therefore be 
brought to Net Zero to stop temperatures increasing. 

“By 2030, the Council's own operations will be cleaner and more efficient, 
and we will play a positive role enabling the wider Borough to achieve net 
zero emissions. The strategy and action plans we have in place will assist 
the Council in reaching Net Zero by 2030 and improve the local environment 
through reducing carbon emissions.
Through our Carbon Reduction Delivery Strategy and commitment, the Council 
is dedicated to playing its part to take actions that will reduce its contribution 
to climate change.
This will remove or offset 6,528 tonnes of CO2 annually by 2030 from the 
Council's own operations.”

Our Net Zero Carbon Vision

Dave Hodgson MBE 
Directly Elected Mayor of Bedford

Laura Church 
Chief Executive
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One Public Estate - Bedford Town Centre

© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100049028.  You are not permitted to copy, sub-license, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

@ A31:7,000Scale
Drawn By:  LJW
Date: 06 June 2017

One Public Estate Transforming 
Bedfordshire Partnership

Key public sector 
partners in the 
inner urban areas of 
Bedford, immediately 
south and west of 
the town centre, 
have committed 
to improving the 
management of 
public sector land 
and property that is 
currently underused 
or has the potential 
for improvement and 
development. 

We are preparing two masterplans: one for areas on the 
town centre side of the Midland Mainline railway and a 
second for the land at Ford End Road west of the railway. 
The masterplans will be developed side by side and will  
be linked to form an overarching vision. 

The masterplans will also play an important role in assessing 
the land use and capacity of a mix of development sites which 
will help to inform the emerging Bedford Local Plan 2035. This 
will also support the development of brownfield sites within  
the urban area of Bedford.

Success can only be achieved by working together and as a key 
stakeholder we would like to involve you in this exciting project. 
Formal consultation will take place for 4 weeks starting week 
commencing 2nd October 2017.

We are bringing together key strategic  partners in order 
to consider current findings, review options and to make 
recommendations for future development opportunities.

One Public Estate - Transforming Bedfordshire Partnership 
As you may be aware Bedford Borough Council is working with 
partners on a pioneering One Public Estate Programme (see 
note below) aimed at improving the management of public 
sector land and property that is currently underused or has 
the potential for improvement and development. 

 

 
Any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mal Hussain

mal.hussain@bedford.gov.uk 
01234 718486

This includes looking at important inner urban areas of 
Bedford, immediately south and west of the town centre. 
The pattern of land ownership is a mix of public sector and 
private sector land owners. Working together there are 
significant opportunities to regenerate these areas and make 
an important contribution to supporting the growth of Bedford 
town centre. The overall aim is to promote an attractive mix 
of residential, economic and community uses that work well 
together and enhance the town.

I hope you will agree that this is an exciting opportunity 
for Bedford and that you will be able to contribute to the 
development of key parts of Bedford

Background to the One Public Estate Programme
This is a pioneering initiative funded by the Cabinet Office, 
Government Property Unit (GPU) and delivered in partnership 
with the Local Government Association (LGA). 

The programme is designed to facilitate and enable local 
authorities to work successfully with central government and 
local agencies on public property and land issues through 
sharing and collaboration. It has four main objectives:

1.  Create economic growth - to enable released land and 
property to be used to stimulate economic growth and 
regeneration, e.g. new housing and jobs

2.  Deliver more integrated and customer focused services  
- to encourage publically funded services to co-locate,  
to demonstrate service efficiencies, and to work towards  
a more customer-focused service delivery.

3.  Generate capital receipts - to release land and property  
to generate capital receipts (to re-invest locally).

4.  Reduce running costs - to reduce the running costs of 
central and local government assets.

Next Steps... Investment 
in agile 
working 

Continue 
monitoring  

energy usage
Ecargo 
bikes  

Assess feasibility for 
fleet and building 

improvements

Install an EV  
charging network

Smarter office buildings 
with improved energy 

efficiency

Switch or refurbish 
fleet to electric or 
hydrogen vehicles

Additional 
green travel 
options for 

staff e.g. car 
pool, cycling, 

walking

Invest in 
renewable 
technology

Retrofit 
Council 

buildings 
and 

schools

Offset 
remaining 
emissions

Visual Journey 




