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1. Introduction 

 

1.1  This Consultation Statement has been prepared by Bletsoe Parish Council (BPC) as 

part of the background evidence of the Bletsoe Neighbourhood Plan (BNP) in 

accordance the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 

amended). 

1.2 BNP has been prepared by BPC, as qualifying body, for the Neighbourhood Plan 

Area (NPA) which covers the whole of the Parish of Bletsoe, as designated by the 

Borough Council on the 1st July 2014 and identified on Map A of BNP. 

1.3 Section 15 (2) Part 5 of the Regulations1 state that a Consultation Statement should 

contain: 

• details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 

• an explanation as to how they were consulted; 

• a summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; 

and, 

• a description as to how these issues and concerns have been considered and, 

where relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

1.4 In accordance with the Regulations1, and to ensure the community were involved in 

neighbourhood planning the aims of the Bletsoe Neighbourhood Plan consultation 

process: 

• To involve as much of the community as possible throughout all consultation 

stages of Plan development so that the Plan was informed by the views of 

local people and other stakeholders from the start of the Neighbourhood 

Planning process; 

• To ensure that consultation events took place at critical points in the process 

where decisions needed to be taken; 

• To engage with as wide a range of people as possible, using a variety of 

approaches and communication and consultation techniques; and 

• To ensure that results of consultation were fed back to local people and 

available to read as soon as possible after the consultation events. 

 
1 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) 
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1.5 The consultation procedures which have formed part of the process can be broken 

down into key stages, as set out in the box below, together with the time period for 

each consultation stage.  Altogether, there have been four consultation exercises 

through the use of traditional questionnaires issued to all residents of Bletsoe, 

including two consultation exhibitions and a drop-in session, all of which were held 

in the village hall and are discussed in detail below.    

 

Stage Time period 

Initiation 1 July 2013 

Launch and Initial development stages 25 September 2014 - December 2014 

Issues and Options development stage June 2016 - November 2016 

Draft Neighbourhood Plan Consultation 15 September to October 2018 
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2. Initiation stage- July 2013 

2.1 The decision to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for Bletsoe goes back to February 

2013 when BPC applied for the designation of the whole of the Bletsoe Parish as a 

Neighbourhood Area and following a period of consultation, Bedford Borough 

Council endorsed the proposal in a decision statement dated 1 July 2013.  Soon 

afterwards a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (BNPSG), comprising three 

Parish Councillors and five interested local residents (over the course of the project) 

was set up to help take the process forward, reporting to the Parish Council. 

2.2 Recognising the importance of local knowledge in the process of preparing BNP, the 

group decided to focus on early consultation to ascertain the views of the local 

community on what they consider to be the important local issues and opportunities. 

2.3 Whilst Bletsoe is a small village; in 2011 there were 111 households within the 

Parish containing 260 residents2, in preparing BNP the steering group has 

endeavoured to keep residents and other stakeholders informed throughout the plan 

making process. Early on in the process, a page on the Parish Council website 

www.bletsoe.net was set up to provide updates and include all documents and 

consultations, consultation survey results, draft versions of the Neighbourhood Plan, 

Site Assessments, and all associated documents and evidence. 

2.4 Throughout the process the BNPSG has maintained regular contact with the 

relevant Officers at Bedford Borough Council (BBC).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 2011 census data. 

http://www.bletsoe.net/
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3 Launch and Initial development stage 25 September 2014 - December 2014 

3.1 Once the decision to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan had been made, a ‘launch 

event’ took place on the 25 September 2014 at Bletsoe Village Hall with the aim of 

providing Bletsoe residents information on what a Neighbourhood Plan is, what it 

does and the stages and timeline for taking the plan forward. The BNPSG hosted 

the workshop to provide information as well as seeking input from the wider 

community with regard to an overall appetite for the preparation of a Neighbourhood 

Plan for Bletsoe. 

3.2 A further aim of the launch event was to identify the issues of concern to residents 

and to assess the areas where potential land use policies could be used to achieve 

overall objectives. Residents were informed about the event in September via a 

hand delivered letter and notices posted on notice boards in the village. 

3.3 During the launch event a number of key questions were posed, such as:  

• What do we need to retain a viable community in Bletsoe? 

• What do we need to make Bletsoe and even better place to live? 

• What do we value and what do we want to preserve? 

• What is Bletsoe missing? 

• What do you think should be changed or improved? 

3.4 In total 70 responses were received at the event and the process helped gather a 

large amount of useful information.   

3.5 The main issues arising from the Launch event were as follows:  

Housing:  

• There was general concern at the sites submitted to the Borough Council 

as part of the "call for sites" process, although there was some recognition 

that these would be robustly assessed and would not be compliant with 

Borough Council Local Plan policies and, as a consequence, likely to be 

resisted.  

• The setting of the Church and the Castle site should be maintained and any 

proposed development that could blight the setting should be resisted.  

• There is a need to respect the Conservation Area and any new development 

within it should be sympathetic. 
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• There was support for some limited housing development but an overriding 

consideration was the need to ensure that the village retained its character, 

rural atmosphere and, in particular, its compact and historic nature.  

• There was a view that any housing development should be based on local 

need.  

• There was some support for inexpensive housing, low cost affordable homes 

for families and retirement flats/homes; land behind Captains Close was 

identified as a possible location for development.  

• There was a view expressed that the village already had a percentage of 

social housing, indicating that the stock available should be broadened.  

• There was concern at the "shock of 10 The Avenue when entering the 

village" and support, therefore, to improve the gateway to the village.  

• The need for a strong Local Plan was emphasised so that inappropriate 

development could be resisted.  

Infrastructure:  

• Parking was a problem and there was a need to review and provide off road 

parking or residents parking to assist this problem. Memorial Lane and The 

Avenue were identified as areas of parking concern.  

• Speeding was identified as a further concern with traffic calming and average 

speed cameras identified as possible solutions.  

• Bletsoe is viewed by some as a "rat run" for Thurleigh industry and Coplowe 

Lane was identified as a potential problem area.  

Environment:  

• The importance of protecting the green space in the village was emphasised.  

• Despite the need, it was considered that there should be no new parking 

provision on current green land within the village.  

• There was a view that a safe bridleway should be developed from Coplowe 

Lane to Yarls Wood to avoid the Milton Ernest to Sharnbrook Road.  

• There was a view that solar panels should be fitted to the Village Hall given 

the environmental benefits.  
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Community Facilities:  

• The need for improved broadband provision was emphasised.  

• Potential improvements to the play area, better playground equipment and 

the need to expand and support the village hall as the centre of village 

activities was identified as possible investment opportunities.  

• The desire for better public transport and a Village shop if more houses were 

built were raised.  

• There was concern at the possibility of the plan including offices and shops 

as commercial buildings would seriously affect the rural community.   

Heritage Assets:  

• The Ancient Monument should continue to be protected.  

3.6 In December 2014, a second consultation by means of a traditional Neighbourhood 

Questionnaire took place, which enabled statistics to be produced and provided the 

community’s ideas on issues, options, and actions. There were 32 respondents to 

the questionnaire, (a 30% return rate) and a summary of the responses can be 

found in Appendix A.    

3.7 It was at this stage of the process the BNPSG prepared the draft Vision.  The 

Launch Event invited comments on the draft Vision and five proposed objectives 

(covering "Housing Provision", "Infrastructure Needs", "The Environment", 

"Community Facilities" and "Heritage Assets"). 

3.8 In determining this overall Vision for Bletsoe, the BNPSG had regard to the history 

and the character of the area. Bletsoe is an ancient rural parish and the boundaries 

of the village have not changed in over a hundred years, however it’s agricultural 

past has now all but ceased and the village has become a tranquil and attractive 

north Bedfordshire village with a mix of residents who value the village character.  

3.9 In response to the Vision only 3 responses were received, however reflecting on the 

feedback received, the Steering Group updated the Vision as follows to strengthen 

the commitment to maintain its distinctive and special characteristics:  
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Bletsoe Neighbourhood Plan Vision  

Bletsoe will remains a real and peaceful rural village that seeks to 

meet the housing, economic and infrastructure needs of its 

residents. Any future development must therefore be sensitive and 

must respect the character of the village that makes it so special.  
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4 Issues and Options development stage June 2016 - November 2016  

4.1 The responses to the initial consultation have been used to help review and shape 

the draft vision and overarching objectives, together with the production of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Issues and Options document.    

4.2 As noted above there were 70 consultation responses to the launch event and 32 

responses to the neighbourhood questionnaire.  These responses led to the 

formation of the key objectives for the neighbourhood plan covering 5 topic areas:  

• Housing provision; 

• Infrastructure needs; 

• The Environment; 

• Community facilities; and 

• Heritage Assets. 

4.3 In 2014, as part of the new Local Plan process Bedford borough Council carried out 

a ‘call for sites’ exercise.  A number of sites in the Bletsoe Parish were submitted 

and were subject to an initial consultation with Bletsoe residents during the early 

stages of the neighbourhood plan preparation however a second 'Call for Sites' was 

subsequently carried out by the Borough Council which closed on 14th December 

2015.  The second round of the Call for Sites brought forward additional sites in the 

Parish of Bletsoe and a further initial consultation with residents took place.  The 

early version of the vision and objectives was made available to share with the wider 

community on the neighbourhood plan website and can be viewed at 

www.bletsoe.net 

 

4.4 In September 2016 a second consultation with the community took place on an 

updated Issues and Options Document which included a detailed and independent 

assessment (carried out by Woods Hardwick Planning Ltd as Planning Consultants 

acting on behalf of the Parish Council) on the sites put forward for allocation in the 

Bedford Borough Council call for sites exercise. The Site Assessment document can 

be found at www.bletsoe.net together with the Full version of the Issues and Options 

document.  The key purpose of the consultation was to allow the community to 

comment on the acceptability of the sites put forward as potential site allocations for 

future housing development in Bletsoe, and to comment on potential policy options.   

 

http://www.bletsoe.net/
http://www.bletsoe.net/
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4.5 To allow feedback on the updated Issues and Options document a questionnaire, 

together with a summary of the Issues and Options proposed was hand delivered to 

all properties within the Parish with a response deadline of 14 October.  A ‘drop in’ 

session was also held at the Village Hall on 27 September 2016 between 5 – 7pm 

for residents who wished to discuss any points of concern or clarity, however only 2 

residents attended.   

4.6 The consultation generated a good level of response (80 respondents from around 

260 residents).  The main points raised can be summarised as follows;  

 (a) There is overwhelming support for the Vision Statement. 

(b) In terms of locations for growth (and in the context of limited growth), the 

preferred sites and scale of development are as follows: 

• Land behind Captains Close, via existing access adjacent to garages 

(site identified for up to 8 dwellings to meet local need) - Call for Site 

reference 537; 

• The First Field, The Avenue - Call for Site references 30 and 517 (3 

dwellings with associated "gateway" improvements). Note: There was no 

convincing support for an alternative development of 8 homes on this site; 

• Land North of the Old Rectory (3 dwellings) - Call for Site reference 

685 (subject to achieving a layout and design satisfactorily integrated into the 

landscape setting of the village). 

(c) The observations in respect of the Bletsoe Conservation Area Appraisal, 

relating to Site 685, will need to be clarified, although the Issues/Options 

Consultation Report did clearly identify as follows: "The frontage of Site 685 

is, however, part of a gentle mature transition – its own kind of ‘gateway’ – 

approaching Bletsoe along the North End road, from hedged fields to the 

listed Old Rectory group from where the church and Bletsoe Castle become 

visible. Frontage development with associated accesses and other structures 

would radically and adversely affect this pleasant northern village approach. 

It is, however, a deep site, and may have the potential for a small 

development of no more than three dwellings provided the case for need is 

made and that it can be satisfactorily demonstrated by pre-application 

designs that access requirements would not adversely affect the character of 
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the northern approach to the village, and there are no other site-specific 

constraints". 

(d) There are risks associated with bringing forward for development Site 537 

behind Captains Close (land ownership, access etc) but there are no other 

areas of land supported for development. Indeed, the community 

convincingly rejected all other sites submitted for potential development and, 

as stated above, there was no convincing support for an alternative 

development of 8 dwellings on site 30/517.  

(e) In relation to Site 30/517, it is relevant that the Issues/Options Consultation 

Report did identify that: "Special regard should been given to the importance 

of the entrance to the village from the west. Overall, the land on both sides of 

the Avenue, between the main road and the entrance to the village, has been 

viewed as important open space which has defined the edge of a settlement, 

historically always detached from the main road. There is a strong view that 

development, as has previously been proposed on one side of the Avenue, 

would unbalance this undeveloped approach and set a precedent for equally 

damaging development on the other side of the Avenue, coalescing the 

village with the separate development on the main road". The community 

have now made it clear that development of more than 3 houses should be 

resisted in this location and the layout and design of development in this 

location will need to carefully considered given the importance of the 

entrance to the village. 

(f) There is a positive endorsement for the inclusion of a Village Design 

Statement in the Neighbourhood Plan to define car parking space standards, 

amenity space standards, height, massing and external finish standards. 

(g) There is positive endorsement for protecting existing green space and for 

traffic management improvements. There is also a good level of support for 

the provision of additional off-street parking and the site identified for new 

parking will require the relocation of the existing play area adjacent to the 

Village Hall - the precise site will now need to be determined. Additional 

parking for Village Hall parking will, therefore, be provided in the location of 

the existing play area, enabling an area of the existing parking to be released 

for essential off-street parking provision. 
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(h) There is positive support for environmental improvements (i.e. the promotion 

and enhancement of Parish Walks and improved linkages to neighbouring 

parishes). 

(i) In terms of allotments, there is strong support for the provision of allotments 

in Bletsoe Parish and, arising from the feedback, the Parish Council should 

commence working with the local community to identify whether interest 

exists in establishing a Bletsoe Allotments Association and, if so, to identify 

land within Bletsoe for the provision of allotments. Could some of the Parish 

Field be used for this purpose? There is also some support for working with 

neighbouring Parishes to identify the overall demand for allotments.  

(j) There is positive support for the protection and improvement of local facilities 

and services, including promotion of the Village Hall, and for the allocation of 

developer contributions/Community Infrastructure Levy to enable such 

improvements to be realised. 

(k) Finally, there was almost unanimous support for the Parish Council to 

identify undesignated heritage assets whose local significance justifies 

protection from harmful change. This task should now be undertaken so that 

these assets can be identified in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

4.7 The community’s response to both of the Issues and Option consultations helped 

develop the following objectives for the Bletsoe Neighbourhood Plan, which are as 

follows;  

• To deliver housing needs which both sustains the current and meets the future 

needs of the community; 

• To protect and enhance existing and future open spaces; 

• To manage both existing and future traffic and transport provision and 

encourage safe and sustainable movement; 

• To ensure the Village benefits from sufficient facilities and services; and 

• To protect and enhance all listed buildings and the Ancient Monument within the 

Parish. 

4.8 In assessing the consultation feedback it became clear to the BNPSG that in 

addition to land use planning policies, BNP would include a list of projects, 

committing the Neighbourhood Plan and the Parish Council to a series of actions to 
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help with the realisation of the Objectives set out in the table above.  These are 

named as Non-Policy Actions with the BNP.  

4.9 Careful consideration was given to all the responses received and the comments 

informed the preparation of the first Draft Neighbourhood Plan and then the 

formation of 9 policies and 7 non-policy actions.  

4.10 A summary of the responses, together with information about how they have been 

considered and have informed the initial policies in the Draft Plan can be found at 

Appendix B.  

4.11 In terms of neighbourhood planning, to meet the requirements of the Regulations an 

Environmental Report (ER) must be published for consultation alongside the draft 

BNP and must present information on the likely significant effects of implementing 

the plan.  To this end, following the results of a Screening Opinion with BBC, a 

Strategic Environmental Assessment has been prepared to support the BNP the 

scope of which was agreed with BBC.  The contents of the SEA must be taken into 

account, along with any consultation responses when finalising the BNP. The full 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Report can be found at www.bletsoe.net. 

4.12 Furthermore, as part of BNP evidence based a Habitats Regulations Assessment 

Screening Report has been undertaken and concluded there are no likely significant 

effects on any of the conservation objectives of any European sites from the policies 

within BNP. The HRA can be found in the evidence base documents at 

www.bletsoe.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Draft Bletsoe Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 14)  

http://www.bletsoe.net/
http://www.bletsoe.net/
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5.1 Together with the responses from the launch consultation and from the Issues and 

Options and Objectives consultations, 9 policy proposals were developed for 

inclusion in the draft BNP and included: 

 1 General Development Principles; 

 2 Land behind Captains Close; 

 3 First Field, the Avenue; 

 4 Land North of the Old Rectory; 

 5 Design Criteria;  

 6 Vehicle and cycle parking; 

 7 Transportation; 

 8 Local Green Space;  

 9 Next Generation Broadband. 

 

5.2 The Regulation 14 Pre-Submission Consultation ran for a six-week period from 15 

September to 31 October 2018.  A coordinated publicity campaign was undertaken 

which comprised:  

• A newsletter was delivered to every household in the parish making people 

aware of how and where they could view the plan.  

• Hard copies were made available in the Village Hall and by direct contact with 

the Steering Group.   

• Notices were displayed on noticeboards around the village. 

• A notice and link to the plan was added to the Parish Council website. 

5.3 In accordance with requirements of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, 

relevant statutory consultees were notified by letter.  In addition, a range of parties 

that the Steering Group considered were likely to have an interest in the plan were 

also written to.  All parties were advised to download a copy of the plan, but were 

advised that hard copies could be issued on request.  

5.4 The full list of statutory consultees that were written to is summarised at Appendix C 

 and included the following organisations:  
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• Bedford Borough Council;  

• Central Bedfordshire Council; 

• Borough Council of Wellingborough; 

• Milton Keynes Borough Council; 

• East Northamptonshire District Council; 

• Huntingdonshire District Council; 

• Felmersham & Radwell, Milton Ernest, Riseley, Sharnbrook and 

Thurleigh Parish Councils; 

• Environment Agency;  

• Highways England; 

• Heritage England; 

• Natural England;  

• Homes England. 

 

5.5 There were over 70 respondents to the Regulation 14 consultation.  This reflected a 

mixture of local residents, landowners and other stakeholders.  A summary of 

comments made, including the statutory consultees, and the response/changes 

made to BNP as a result of the consultation are shown in the Schedule in Appendix 

D.  

5.6 Apart from updating maps, formatting and typing errors, in the main BNP was well 

received.   

5.7 The response to the September/October 2018 Regulation 14 consultation did, 

however, result in the deletion of the first draft BNP allocation on site at First Field, 

The Avenue (ref no: 30/517) (Draft Policy BNP2) located between the edge of the 

existing village development and the A6 on the western fringe of Bletsoe. The land 

on both sides of The Avenue, between the main road and the entrance to the 

village, has been viewed as an important area of undeveloped space separating the 

built edge of the settlement which has historically been detached from the main 

road.   

 

 

5.8 Bletsoe residents have commented that an unacceptable level of development 

would unbalance this undeveloped approach to the village and set a precedent for 
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equally damaging development on the other side of The Avenue, coalescing the 

village with the A6 road.  After careful considerations and given the strength of 

feeling, with 81% of respondents (59) keen to protect the village entrance to the 

west from development, it was felt appropriate to delete the allocation at First Field, 

The Avenue.  The deletion of this site allocation is not considered to prejudice the 

BNP objective of meeting local housing need as the identified need can be met 

through the remaining site allocations. 

5.9 Individual observations were helpful and whilst they are unlikely in themselves to 

override the consensus formed from the majority of responses, the comments were 

taken into account during the drafting of the submission neighbourhood.  

5.10 Comments made by Bedford Borough Council during the consultation were also 

taken into account and the relevant amendments/suggestions made. Appendix D 

includes a schedule summarising the comments and the changes that were made to 

BNP as a result of the consultation.   

5.11 In January 2019 the Parish Council were made aware of two further Call for Sites 

submissions made to BBC for potential housing allocations in the Bletsoe 

Neighbourhood Plan area; one at Crossways Farm, Sharnbrook for up to 500 new 

dwellings (of which a potential 100 could fall within the Bletsoe Parish) and one for 9 

The Avenue, Bletsoe for 9 dwellings.  Given the extensive work already carried out 

on the Site Assessments and the Draft BNP, the Parish Council felt that both sites 

had come forward too late in the process to be considered further. In addition, the 

two sites allocated in BNP will meet the identified housing need for the Parish.  

5.12 As a result of the consultation process, the BNP has been consistently and 

appropriately amended to reflect the comments made during the consultation 

exercises throughout the process.   

5.13 The following policies and non-policy actions are included in BNP.   

 

 

 

 

BNP 1  General Principles      
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BNP 2  Land behind Captains Close  

BNP 3  Land North of the Old Rectory 

BNP 4  Design Criteria 

BNP 5  Vehicle and Cycle parking 

BNP 6  Transportation  

BNP 7  Local Green Space  

BNP 8  Next Generation Broadband 

 

Non Policy Action 1               Parking 

Non Policy Action 2               Speed awareness 

Non Policy Action 3               Protection of the village entrance 

Non Policy Action 4               Identifying potential allotment land 

Non Policy Action 5            Improvement of local Rights of Way 

Non Policy Action 6               Continued promotion of community facilities 

Non-Policy Action 7               Protection for buildings of local interest 
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Consultation Statement Appendix A Summary of response to Questionnaires 



 

BLETSOE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
SUMMARY OF NEIGHBOURHOOD QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 

 

CONNECTION WITH THE PARISH  

 
31 (97%) live in the parish, the other is a landowner; 3 also work in the village, 4 are 
landowners and 2 have a business. 

 

ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE 

 

24 (75%) strongly agree that unspoilt countryside is important, 4 agree, 1 neutral. 

3 strongly agree facilities for leisure and sport is important, 3 agree, 15 (47%) 
neutral, 3 disagree, 1 strongly disagreed. 

20 (63%) strongly agree that the community and its spirit is important, 9 agree. 

21 (66%) strongly agree that pleasant physical environment is important, 4 agree 
and 1 is neutral. 

27 (84%) strongly agree that peaceful and safe neighbourhood is important, 2 
neutral. 

3 strongly agree that local services are important, 7 agree, 13 (41%) neutral, 1 
disagree. 

4 strongly agree that lots of things going on is important, 8 agree, 12 (38%) neutral, 2 
disagree. 

4 strongly agree that good public transport is important, 7 agree, 9 (28%) neutral, 3 
disagree and 3 strongly disagree; 

5 strongly agree that right housing is available, 9 (28%) agree, 7 neutral, 1 disagree 
and 3 strongly disagree. 

3 strongly agreed that local employment opportunities is important, 3 agree, 8 (25%) 
neutral, 3 disagree, 6 strongly disagree. 

13 (41%) strongly agree that having a say in decisions that affect the parish is 
important, 12 agree, 3 neutral, 1 disagree. 

30 (94%) have broadband, 2 do not. 23 (77%) say it is not fast enough, 7 say it is 
fast enough. Average speed from 16 respondents is: 2.69 mbps. 

 

HOUSING 

 

13 think affordable housing is needed, 17 (53%) do not. 

20 (63%) think any small sensitively located sites should be available for sale on the 
open market, 8 do not. 

7 think priority should be given to no more than 2 new dwellings, 7 for no more than 
5 , 10 (31%) for no more that 10 dwellings and 5 for more than 10 dwellings. 

The majority wanted semi detached housing - 15 gave a 1 to 4 rating (47%). 

Best location site is 30 (land on The Avenue at entrance to Bletsoe off A6) with 10 
votes (31%), followed by 31 (land behind the Old Rectory) with 9 votes and 37 (land 
on the A6) also with 9 votes. 

The majority of 10 votes (31%) was for new properties NOT to be built within the 
conservation area, including near the church and on memorial /orchard green 
spaces. 



COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

The majority of 25 (78%) votes was against any small scale commercial 
developments. 

 

TRAFFIC ISSUES  
 

Apart from the use of the village hall car park, there was no real suggestions or 
consensus as regards how to improve village parking; 

Regarding speed calming; the response was for 20mph signs - 4 votes, speed 
humps - 5 votes and electronic speed signs with 6 votes (19%). 

 

OTHER ISSUES 

 

Regarding young people facilities; better playground equipment and improved bus 
service to other villages was mentioned. 

Regarding allowance for allotment land; 16 (50%) people were in favour, 8 were not. 

Finally, regarding cycle ways; 11 were in favour, 14 (44%) were not. 

 

 
NOTES 
 

1) There were 32 returned questionnaires, representing a 30% return rate.  
 

2) It is relevant that ratings or responses were not made by everybody to all of 
the questions in the survey. 
 

3) A full analysis of all responses is available at www.Bletsoe.net 
 
 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
Of 30% respondents to the questionnaire, the majority responded as follows:  
 
CONNECTION WITH THE PARISH: 
 

• 97% live in the parish. 
 
ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE: 
 

• 75% strongly agree that unspoilt countryside is important; 

• 47% are neutral as regards leisure and sport being important; 

• 63% strongly agree that the community and its spirit is important; 

• 66% strongly agree that a pleasant physical environment is important; 

• 84% strongly agree that a peaceful and safe neighbourhood is 
important; 

• 41% are neutral as regards the importance of local services; 

• 38% are neutral as regards the importance of lots of things going on; 

• 28% are neutral as regards the importance of good public transport; 



• 25% are neutral as regards the importance of local employment 
opportunities; 

• 41% strongly agree that having a say in decisions that affect the parish 
is important; 

• 94% have broadband and 77% say it is not fast enough, with an average 
speed across 16 respondents of 2.69 mbps. 

 
HOUSING: 
 

• 53% are against affordable housing needs 

• 63% think small sensitively located sites should be available for sale on 
open market 

• 31% want no more than 10 new dwellings 

• 47% want new dwellings to be semi detached houses 

• 31% think that the best site for new housing should be site number 30 
(land on The Avenue at entrance to Bletsoe off A6). 
 

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 

• 78% are against any small scale commercial developments. 
 
TRAFFIC ISSUES: 
 

• There are no constructive solutions to improved parking in the village, 
apart from utilising the village hall car park; 

• 19% think electronic speed signs are needed to improve speed calming. 
 

OTHER ISSUES: 
 

• Better playground equipment and improved bus service between local 
villages are mentioned 

• 50% are in favour of providing allotment land 

• 44% are not in favour of providing cycle ways. 
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CONSULTATION FEEDBACK - SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

 
 

 

November 2016 
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The local community has a vital role to play in helping to shape the future development and change of Bletsoe 
Parish over the next 20 years. As part of the Neighbourhood Plan consultation an open session was held, 
alongside a period of consultation, to gauge reaction to emerging options for the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The consultation took place over an extended period from 10 September 2016 to 14 October 2016 (5 weeks) to 
give everybody a realistic chance of responding. In line with our Community Engagement Strategy (which can be 
found at www.bletsoe.net) all sections of our community were encouraged to get involved - this included the 
organisation of the Open Day in an effort to reach some of the "hard to reach" groups (in particular the elderly). 
Paper and electronic methods of engagement have also been used to encourage good levels of feedback. 
 

This report endeavours to summarise, in an easy to understand 
format, the collated responses from the consultation and this will 
form part of the evidence base that will help guide the Plan. The 
results of this exercise are openly available within this report and 
the data is also available at www.bletsoe.net. Every endeavour 
has been made to provide an easy to read informative summary of 
the results obtained from the community consultation exercise. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
   

 

YOUR PARISH, YOUR PLAN, YOUR FUTURE 
 

The consultation attracted 84 

responses, equivalent to 76% of 

households and 32% of local residents. 

The Parish Council is hugely grateful for your feedback. Your views on the options and initial ideas are  
important and we are very keen to ensure that future policies can be determined and the Neighbourhood Plan 
can be drafted in line with the views and requirements of the community.  
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The consultation sought feedback on the draft Vision that had emerged during the early phase of the 
Neighbourhood Plan process. Following the initial feedback, the following draft Vision Statement had emerged:   
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
53 (93%) of the respondents to the draft Vision that was identified in the issues and options consultation strongly 
agreed or agreed with the statement. It is concluded that there is overwhelming support for the vision statement. 
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VISION 
 

"Bletsoe will remain a peaceful rural village that seeks to meet the housing, economic 
and infrastructure needs of its residents. Any future development must, therefore, be 

sensitive and respect the character of the village that makes it so special” 
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OBJECTIVE - HOUSING 
 

DELIVERING HOUSING WHICH BOTH SUSTAINS THE CURRENT AND MEETS THE FUTURE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

 

A number of options were consulted on during September and October 2016 to respond to the following key issues that had been highlighted 
during the neighbourhood planning process: 

 

 Better mix of housing (tenure and price). 
 

 No major developments in the parish. 
 

 Need to respect the Conservation Area and the setting of the Church and Caste Site should be maintained. 
 

 Small scale housing development. 
 

 Some provision of affordable homes for local people. 
 

 The need to ensure that the village retains its character, rural atmosphere and in particular its compact and historic nature. 
 

 Any new housing should help to broaden the range of stock available in the Parish.   
 

 The type, tenure and cost of new housing should meet the housing needs of the local area. 
 
   

                                         
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=QooUbK1tS2ax7M&tbnid=nCbx3sQGOLCQTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bedfordshire.gov.uk/CommunityAndLiving/ArchivesAndRecordOffice/CommunityArchives/Bletsoe/46-52TheAvenueBletsoe.aspx&ei=HaD9U6jPNa6Z0QWB2YDgDw&bvm=bv.74035653,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHbx3kf851zJBx0iHZfvUqBpAoQRA&ust=1409216808594259
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.zoopla.co.uk/to-rent/details/34410679&ei=uK-ZVKjcDoHP7QbVuYCgDg&bvm=bv.82001339,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNE1P_wC7kTordVIRuDXq8Kl1PEDpw&ust=1419444522383021
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OBJECTIVE - HOUSING 
 

Proposals subject to consultation: 
 
OPTION H1: Proposals for new housing on the sites identified for development must ensure that the scale and type of housing provided and the rate of 
construction will enable proportionate growth and will respect the character, appearance and setting of the Conservation Area and The Ancient Monument. 
 
OPTION H2: All new market and affordable homes across the Parish should maintain and add to the vitality of the local community. Developers should 
demonstrate how their proposals will help to maintain a balanced and thriving community into the future and respond to the needs of local people. 
 
OPTION H3: All new housing should help to broaden the range of stock available in the Parish. It should complement and add to the existing stock, broaden 
choice and extend the opportunity to own a house or live in the village to a wide range of people. The type, tenure and cost of new housing should meet the 
housing needs of the local area and the particular need for smaller market housing (2-3 bedrooms) should be recognised. 
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OBJECTIVE - HOUSING 
 

Proposals subject to consultation: 
 
OPTION H4: The site identified as proposal 537 (Land behind Captains Close) on Maps 1 and 2 below is considered to be suitable for small scale housing 
development of up to 8 dwellings. Development of this site for housing to meet local needs will be supported.  
 
OPTION H5: The site identified as proposal 685 (Land North of the Old Rectory) on Maps 1 and 2 below is considered to be suitable for small scale housing 
development of up to 3 dwellings, subject to achieving a layout and design satisfactorily integrated into the landscape setting of the village. Development of this 
site for housing to meet local needs will be supported in preference to alternative sites 31 and 35 in this location which propose significantly more housing. 

 
OPTION H6: The site identified as proposal 30/517 (The First Field, The Avenue) on Maps 1 and 2 below is considered to be suitable for small scale housing 
development of up to 3 dwellings. Development of this site for housing to enable much sought after "gateway" improvements for the village will be supported, OR; 
 
OPTION H7: The site identified as proposal 30/517 (The First Field, The Avenue) on Maps 1 and 2 below is considered to be suitable for small scale housing 
development of up to 8 dwellings. Development of this site for housing to enable much sought after "gateway" improvements for the village will be supported. 
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OBJECTIVE - HOUSING 
 

Proposals subject to consultation: 
 
OPTION H8: The following sites identified on Map 1 below as 32, 33, 34, 36 and 37 are not considered suitable for development. All sites have been 
assessed by an experienced Planning Consultant against their suitability, availability and achievability in line with Planning Practice Guidance and 
following assessment the sites are not considered to be appropriate for allocation in the Neighbourhood Plan. The sites are as follows: 
 

Site 32: Land South of Coplowe Lane (0.8 hectares) - proposed for 5 to 10 dwellings - is not considered to be suitable for development.   
Site 33: North End Farm (1.8 hectares) - proposed for up to 30 dwellings - is not considered to be suitable for development     
Site 34: Land at Waiting for the Sun Farm (2 hectares) - proposed for 10 to 20 dwellings - is not considered to be suitable for development.     
Site 36: Land West of Bletsoe Castle (1.07 hectares) - proposed for 10 dwellings - is not considered to be suitable for development.  
Site 37: Land South of The Grange (2.93 hectares) - proposed for up to 70 dwellings - is not considered to be suitable for development.    
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