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Located in the south of Bedford Borough, Elstow has a young age profile, with 23% of residents aged 0-
15, and only 10% aged over 65. Elstow has the highest level of non-White British residents of all parishes
(34%), including 20% Asian/Asian British. Elstow's population rose by almost 600 between 2001 and
2011.

There is a low proportion of one-person households (20%), mainly non-pensioners. Lone parents with
dependent children form 7% of all households. Home ownership is 72%, with 15% of households renting
from social landlords and 13% renting privately. Housing is a broad mix of detached (41%), semi-
detached (30%) and terraced (25%) dwellings.

Employment as managers, directors and in professional occupations (31%) is among the lowest of all
parishes, though it still exceeds the Borough average, and 11% are employed in skilled trades. The
economic activity rate (79%) among those aged 16-74 is very high. Degree-level qualifications are held
by 30% of residents aged 16+, but 18% have no qualifications. Health levels are better than Borough
averages, reflecting Elstow's younger age profile.

Only 9% of households do not have a car, 39% have 2 cars, and 14% have 3 or more. Most people (81%)
travel to work by car, 5% commute by train, 5% work from home, and only 6% cycle or walk to work.
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Sources: ONS 2011 Census Tables: PP05/06 Usual Resident Population by Five-Year Age Group (Male/Female); QS103 Age by 
Single Year; QS201 Ethnic Group; QS203 Country of Birth; QS204 Main Language; QS208 Religon; KS103 Marital & Civil 
Partnership Status (Single = Never Married). ©Crown Copyright 2013.
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Spaces and Accommodation Type (based on household spaces); QS405 Tenure - Households (Private Rent includes Living Rent 
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Care. ©Crown Copyright 2013.
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Sources: ONS 2011 Census Tables: QS601 Economic Activity; QS606 Occupation; QS501 Highest Level of Qualification Gained; 
QS416 Car or Van Availability; QS701 Method of Travel to Work. ©Crown Copyright 2013.
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Compiled by: Community Intelligence Team, Corporate Policy, 
Bedford Borough Council.  
Contact: intelligence@bedford.gov.uk
www.bedford.gov.uk/intelligence                                            
Tel: (01234) 228079

Notes: This profile is based upon 2011 Census data from the 
Office for National Statistics.  © Crown Copyright 2013. ONS 
has swapped some records to ensure that no details of any 
individual or household are revealed. This may affect the 
accuracy of the data, particularly small numbers.


