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21st & 22nd June 2025

  •  Food & Drink  •  Vehicle Exhibitions  •  Kite Flyers & Demonstrations  •  Green Earth Area  •  Year of Reading Tent  •    
  •  Funfair  •  Come & Try Sports Area  •  Watersports  •  Trade Stalls  •  Dragon Boats (Sunday)  •  Bandstand Concerts  •  

sponsoring Professional Kite Flying Activities

Open 10am to 4pm each day

Russell Park, The Embankment & Mill Meadows

Event Programme

Award-winning range of Self-Charging Hybrid,  
Plug-In Hybrid and Fully Electric vehicles.

www.steveneagell/toyota.co.uk
*T&C’s APPLY

TOYOTA WARRANTY*
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Welcome!
This year’s Bedford Kite & Motoring Festival is 
cram-packed with family entertainment! 
From professional kite flying displays and exquisite 
vehicle exhibitions to an array of food, drink, crafts, 
rides, sports, music, and river activities, there really is 
something for everyone.

Using this guide, you will be able to navigate your way 
around the site to make sure that you don’t miss a thing...

Key Timings
Saturday 21st June 2025: Festival open from 10am to 4pm
Time Activity Location
All Day Professional Kite Flying (pages 6-8) Russell Park

Vehicle Exhibitions  
(page 3)

The Embankment Road,  
Longholme Island & Mill Meadows

Come & Try Water Sports  
and Climbing Wall (page 11)

Longholme Island  
(outside schools boat club)

Vegan Lounge (page 16) The Embankment (river side)
Come & Try Sports Area (page 17) Mill Meadows
Year of Reading Tent (page 12) Russell Park

10:00am to 10:15am Cavalcade of Iconic Vehicles 
(page 4)

The Embankment Road  
& Town Bridge to Mill Meadows

10:30am to 4:00pm Bandstand Concerts (page 10) Mill Meadows Bandstand

Sunday 22nd June 2025: Festival open from 10am to 4pm
Time Activity Location
All Day Professional Kite Flying (pages 6-8) Russell Park

Vehicle Exhibitions  
(page 3)

The Embankment Road,  
Longholme Island & Mill Meadows

Come & Try Water Sports 
and Climbing Wall (page 11)

Longholme Island  
(outside schools boat club)

Vegan Lounge (page 16) The Embankment (river side)
Dragon Boat Racing  
with Sue Ryder (page 13)

Mill Meadows Lock  
to Suspension Bridge

Come & Try Sports Area (page 17) Mill Meadows
Year of Reading Tent (page 12) Russell Park

10:00am to 10:15am Cavalcade of Iconic Vehicles 
(page 4)

The Embankment Road  
& Town Bridge to Mill Meadows

10:30am to 4:00pm Bandstand Concert (page 10) Mill Meadows Bandstand
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Vehicle Exhibition Highlights
The Bedford Kite & Motoring Festival 2025 is not just about classic cars, 
although there are dozens of them! It features cars that are a Century 
old, right up to ones that are brand spanking new!
We celebrate the imagination, the ingenuity, convenience and sheer joy of driving.                                             

Over 200 vehicles will be on display in Russell Park, the Embankment and Mill Meadow Islands. 
What sets us apart from most car shows is that we show cars in motion, (as they should be!) 
through the Fab Fifty Cavalcade of Iconic Vehicles 

This will make its way at 10am, both days, from the Oasis, down Cardington Road, Newnham 
Avenue and The Embankment, Town Bridge and on to the festival site at Mill Meadows.

Here’s a small taster of some to look out for...

All three vehicles are scheduled to take part in the Fab Fifty Cavalcade of Iconic Vehicles, 
each day at 10:00am along The Embankment Road & Town Bridge to Mill Meadows.

Model C Ford
The 2004 Model C Ford (only in black of course!). 
Top speed 38mph - really!

Robin Hood
Based on the Lotus / Caterham.  
Top speed 120mph - on a good day!

McClaren 720S V8
One of the most beautiful 
cars ever made. 
Top speed of over 200mph 
(we are reliably informed) - 
aaaagh!
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Please ensure that you keep yourselves and your loved 
ones off of the road whilst the cavalcade passes through 
the event site. 

Can’t make it in time? You can always pop over to  
Mill Meadows throughout the day to see the cavalcade 
vehicles on display and speak to their owners. 

Iconic Vehicle Cavalcade 
To kick off each day, you will have the opportunity to stand back and see some of your 
favourite vehicles in action along the cavalcade route.
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Fernleigh Court 
Care & Nursing 
Home in Kempston

Special O� er
Short-stay respite care, enjoy 
6 weeks for the price of 4.

Enquire today
01234 987 030
Fletcher Road, Kempston, 
Bedfordshire, MK42 7FY 

www.countrycourtcare.com

Highway Maintenance & Civils

l Surfacing l Paving l Ironguard l Ant i-Skid 
l Resin Bound Surfacing l  Kerbing and Drainage 

l Grab Hire l Muck Away Service

Dacca Farm, Ducks Cross, Colesden Road, Wilden, Bedfordshire, MK44 2QW

01234 376011   info@djtsurfacing.co.uk   
www.djtsurfacing.co.uk

For more information contact us on:
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Professional Kite Flying Arena
From the beautiful and elegant to the playful and gigantic, there will be 
a wide range of kites on display this year. 
If you can find a spot around the main arena on Russell Park you will be able to learn more 
about each of them from our highly experienced commentator. Don’t forget to wish for some 
wind so that they can get up in the air to be seen in all of their glory. 

Here are some to look out for...

 JAC kites  designed by  German kitemaker Wolfgang Schimmelpfennig
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 Designed  and made by  Iqbal Husain  
from 

Switzerland

The Traffic  

Jam Kite 

made from  

paper  

and  

bamboo
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Can Can 

 dancing legs  

made and designed  

by UK 

 Kitemaker 

Martin 
Lester
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GALLAGHER
D E V E L O P M E N T S

ARE SEEKING
NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Over 60 years’ experience in the field.

Our team has delivered over 200,000 homes and
10 million square feet of ommercial and etail property.

We are looking to acquire land with development potential nationwide.

We have the ability and funding to act quickly and confidentially.

Whether you are seeking an outright sale of your land at a premium
or seeking a partner to take your land through the planning process

we want to hear from you.

For all enquiries, please contact our Warwick office on 01926 699 699

 e-mail: mail@gallagherdevelopments.com
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Family Favourites 
Bedford and the surrounding boroughs are known for an abundance  
of local talent.
So this year we are handing over the spotlight to some very talented performers who will  
be putting on concerts throughout the weekend. Grab some refreshments, bring a blanket  
and site back & relax....

Kite & Motoring Festival Mill Meadows Bandstand Programme 2025
Saturday 21st June Sunday 22nd June
Northampton Concert Band 
10:30am to 12:00pm

Leighton-Linslade Concert Band 
10:30am to 12:00pm

Ukulele Bedford - 12:30pm to 2:00pm Jazz the 2 of Us - 12:30pm to 2:00pm
Bedford Town Band - 2:30pm to 4:00pm Bedford Brass - 2:30pm to 4:00pm

Plus music throughout Saturday and Sunday in the Green Earth Lounge Music Tent.

Enjoy what you’re hearing?
The Bedford Borough Council Events Team  
will be running the Music in the Meadows  
Concerts on Sundays throughout August. 
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Funfair & Inflatables
There will be a variety of fairground rides  
and inflatables bringing a colourful and vibrant 
backdrop to this year’s festival. 
The perfect way to burn off some energy and create happy 
memories with your friends and loved ones.

Rides and Inflatables will be charged on a ‘pay per play’ basis 
and will be located on Russell Park and Mill Meadows. Just visit 
the teams on site to find out what they have on offer.

Develop Your Adventurous Side
with Canoe Trail...

C A N O E   |   K AYA K   |   S TA N D  U P  PA D D L E  B O A R D
W I L D  C A M P I N G   |   A D V E N T U R O U S  A C T I V I T I E S

T: 07934 861692 E: admin@canoetrail.co.uk www.canoetrail.co.uk

• Canoe, Kayak & SUP Hire
• Wild camping at Matchstick Wood
• Multi Day Trips & Bushcraft Skills
• Kids Parties, Stag/Hen Do’s & Corporate Events
• Climbing Wall, High Ropes Course, Archery &
  Airgun Ranges
• British Canoeing & 1st Aid Quali�cations
• Canoe & Kayak Expeditions

Iconic Paddling
Trips

Canoe & KayakExpeditions Scottish Wilderness

Canoe Trips

Courses & ProfessionalQualifications

High Ropes CourseOur AdventureSchool

Yukon Canoe Expeditions Canoeing Trips to the River
Spey, Severn & Tweed

Come & Try Water Sports  
and Climbing!
On Longholme Island in front of the schools boathouse, you will find  
the ‘Come & Try It’ water sports and climbing zone. 
Canoeing, Kayaking, climbing and stand-up paddle boarding will be on offer for all to enjoy 
throughout the weekend. All equipment and guidance will be provided by the Canoe Trail team, 
just pop along to meet them to find out more, but don’t forget to bring a towel!
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** NEW FOR 2025 **
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Dragon Boat Racing
This year we continue our support with local hospice Sue Ryder St. John’s 
Hospice, as they host their 3rd Dragon Boat Race.
Let the battle begin! on the 22nd June. As local businesses and community group teams take 
to the water along a 200-metre River Ouse racecourse between the lock on Mill Meadows  
and the suspension bridge. There will be thousands of spectators roaring on the team’s to the 
finish line. If you’re looking to Race for Sue Ryder and help us, be there when it matters!  
Visit https://www.sueryder.org/get-involved/fundraise-for-us/events/bedford-dragon-boat-race/.

Saturday 
11 October 2025 
Everard Meadow, Bedford 

Sign up today
search: Sue Ryder Starlight Hike

Celebrate a loved 
one this October  
at Starlight Hike. 
Walk 5k or 10k under the 
stars and raise vital funds 
for Sue Ryder to help 
ensure no one faces 
death or grief alone.

Save 20%
Early Bird 

prices until
31 July.

https://www.sueryder.org/get-involved/fundraise-for-us/events/bedford-dragon-boat-race/
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Relax on a John Bunyan river cruise while 

attending the Kite & Motoring Festival

Find us near Bedford Town Lock 

Mill Meadows on lower river

No booking needed for a 

30 mins return cruise, 

Adult £6, Children 5-16 years £4

Licensed Galley Bar from 12pm

Web:- www.johnbunyanboat.org

John Bunyan Boat
River Cruise
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Tickle those Taste Buds
Across this year’s Bedford Kite & Motoring Festival site, you will find  
a wonderful selection of food and drink. 
With 12 caterers, including 4 exclusively selling vegan cuisine, and 4 ice cream stations,  
you should find it easy to find something yummy to chow down on. 

There are also 3 bars across the festival site, including 1 on Mill Meadows, 1 on Russell Park  
and 1 on The Embankment to ensure that you can stay hydrated throughout your visit. 

The bars provided by 3B1G Events Ltd will be highlighting their environmental credentials and 
supporting the ethos of the festival by operating a reusable cup scheme. At each bar there will 
be an area for customers to return their cups should they not wish to continue the cups life by 
taking it home. Cups returned to the bar will be sterilised in readiness for a future event. 
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Green Earth Vegan Lounge 
For the second year Green Earth Café is teaming up with the Bedford Kite 
and Motoring Festival to create a Vegan Lounge at this fantastic local event. 
On the Embankment opposite Russell Park you’ll find interesting stalls, food and drink, live 
music, children’s activities, wood turning demos and a place to sit and relax under the trees. 
Join us on Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd June at our perfect riverside chill out space at the 
Bedford Kite and Motoring Festival.
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Come & Try Sports Zone!
For the first time, we are welcoming some come and try sports sessions 
on Mill Meadows. 
Both GLL, Bedford’s local leisure provider, and Spiral Freerunning will be offering an opportunity 
to get physical and try out their activities, under the guidance of trained professionals.  
Open to all, they look forward to your visit.

Spiral Freerunning have said; Come along to our pop-up Parkour / Freerunning workshop where 
we will have a dedicated space devoted to training the sport alongside trained and experienced 
coaches to guide you as you freely explore our range of obstacles. Parkour / Freerunning 
isn’t just about performing flips and tricks, it’s simply a way of expressing yourself through 
movement and what better way to get your foot in the door of some parkour training that  
with Bedford’s experts in movement.
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Award-winning range of Self-Charging Hybrid,  
Plug-In Hybrid and Fully Electric vehicles.

www.steveneagell/toyota.co.uk
*T&C’s APPLY

TOYOTA WARRANTY*
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sponsoring Professional Kite Flying Activities

Award-winning range of Self-Charging Hybrid,  
Plug-In Hybrid and Fully Electric vehicles.

www.steveneagell/toyota.co.uk
*T&C’s APPLY

TOYOTA WARRANTY*
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NEW ON-SITE CAR PARK
Parking is now located on-site at Mill Meadows Car Park 
and Meadow, Longholme Way, Bedford, MK42 0BQ
The cost is £5 per vehicle (card payment only).

events@bedford.gov.uk

www.bedford.gov.uk/kiteandmotoringfestival 

To find out more about this and other activities going on all year round 
in Bedford’s parks, please follow one of our digital platforms:

@BedfordEvents

@bedfordevents

@BedfordEventsUK

Finding out more...

mailto:design@bedford.gov.uk
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