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Accessibility at  
the Bedford River  
Festival 2026
 

The Bedford River Festival is a community event where we like to welcome everyone of all ages  
and abilities. With the event covering such a large footprint with half of it on parks we appreciate  
this can be a challenge for some. 
To help counter some of the challenges we keep the majority of hard standing footpaths open with 
activities and attraction based around these paths.  The accessible map highlights which bridges might 
not be suitable for all so you can plan your routes around the site and there is a quiet hour between 
10am – 11am each day.  At every toilet block there will be at least one disabled toilet unit.

To find out more information on the events and activities at the River Festival, please see the  
main programme.

The Exclusive Special Educational Needs and/or Disability (SEND) family area will be located in the 
family area, in the same area as last time in St. Mary’s Gardens.  The area will be cordoned off, and 
will include soft play, and a dedicated bouncy castle for Children and Young People with SEND.  A wide 
range of information will be available about events, clubs and activities for SEND families who live in 
Bedford Borough.

There are 4 Changing Places toilets across the River Festival Site – River Street Car Park, The Pilgrim’s 
Progress, The Higgins Bedford, and Russell Park (opposite the Tennis court, close to the inclusive park).

What is a RADAR toilet key? 
A RADAR key opens over 9,000 locked public disabled toilets, enabling people with a disability to use 
locked toilet facilities across the UK. Anyone who considers themselves to have a disability is eligible  
for a RADAR Key.

Apply for a RADAR key 
To apply for a RADAR key, please download the RADAR toilet key application form (PDF) and return it to 
Local Offer by post, in person or by email local.offer@bedford.gov.uk.

Once Bedford Borough Council, receive the completed form, we will call you within five working days to 
take payment and then issue the key. 

How do I find out about all the Changing Places Toilets in Bedford Borough?  
Please visit changing places toilets available in Bedford Borough.

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/RF26.pdf/download?inline
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/site.page?id=UoQp1V-0WDQ&localofferchannel=0
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/service.page?id=yQ7A72FjR8M&localofferchannel=0
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/service.page?id=IChBZ5XJs60&localofferchannel=0
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/service.page?id=IChBZ5XJs60&localofferchannel=0
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/service.page?id=yigpfJewi1M&localofferchannel=0
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/service.page?id=9IAuLfNL50M&localofferchannel=0
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/files/radar-key-application-form-2025.pdf/download?inline
mailto: local.offer@bedford.gov.uk
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/site.page?id=UoQp1V-0WDQ&localofferchannel=0
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Bedford River Festival 2026
Accessible Map

For more information visit  www.bedford.gov.uk/riverfestival 

Play Area

Crazy Golf

H E A D L I N E  S P O N S O R S

MULTI-STOREY
PARKING

Lurke Street
Car Park

Disabled bays
on Level 1

Disabled 
Drop O� Point

Disabled 
Drop O� Point

BEDFORD ST. JOHN’S TRAIN STATION
Exit through Melbourne St. Car Park
Follow Kingsway to Cauldwell St.
to reach River Festival site

ROUTE 51 CYCLE PATH
From Sandy to Milton Keynes
via Bedford

PARK & RIDE ELSTOW
Drop O� / Pick Up Point
CAULDWELL STREET

BEDFORD TRAIN STATION
Ashburnham Road 
(via Midland Road)

BEDFORD 
BUS STATION

Greyfriars

MULTI-STOREY PARKING
River Street Car Park

Disabled bays on Level 1

CAUTION WHEN CROSSING THE ROAD

FESTIVAL CAR PARKING
Bedford International Athletic
Stadium (BIAS) £10 ALL DAY

FESTIVAL CAR PARKING
Everard Meadow 
£10 ALL DAY

Accessible Site Map
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Getting to the Event 
 

The Bedford River Festival always draws huge crowds and you are advised to plan ahead and think 
about how to get here, where to park and how to get around the 105 acre site.

We would like visitors to consider how they travel to the event and where possible use public transport 
or use other sustainable modes of transport.

Stagecoach will be running extra buses so make it easier for people to get to and from the River 
Festival, please check their timetables for routes and further information.

Walking or By Bike
Why not walk or cycle to the River Festival and enjoy the journey as part of the day? Choosing to travel 
actively helps reduce congestion, is better for the environment, and lets you take in more of Bedford’s 
scenery along the way. The Bedford Borough Council website offers a range of useful resources, 
including walking and cycling maps that highlight the Bedford Cycle Network, rural cycle routes, and 
town centre walking routes. These maps make it easy to plan a safe and enjoyable route to the festival, 
whether you’re coming from nearby or exploring further afield. www.bedford.gov.uk/parking-roads-
and-travel/walking-cycling-and-riding/cycle-lanes-and-routes

We have secure bike storage at the Cycle Shelter on Horne Lane, to register for access please email 
sustainable.transport@bedford.gov.uk with full name, contact number, and address. Registered users 
will receive login details within seven working days, granting access through the OneKey app for a more 
secure and convenient experience.

By Car
Visitor parking is available at the town centre car parks, and Everard Meadow and Bedford International 
Athletics Stadium (£10 a vehicle per day), ONLY CARD PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

Blue badge holders can park in the Everard Meadow and Athletic Stadium car park but please be aware 
that this is a grass field.  

Additional car parking for disabled visitors will be available at Longholme Way (MK42 0BX) - a blue 
badge will be required.

Park & Ride
Elstow Park & Ride (MK42 9XF) will be running an enhanced service during the River Festival weekend.  

Grant Palmer will be operating a 15 minute service 
dropping off and collecting from Bedford town 
centre. Elstow Park & Ride is located in Progress 
Park on the A6 - just north of the A6 junction of 
the A421.

•	 £2.40 single, £4.80 return.
•	 Free parking.

For more information, please visit  
www.grantpalmer.com.
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https://www.bedford.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-travel/walking-cycling-and-riding/cycle-lanes-and-routes
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-travel/walking-cycling-and-riding/cycle-lanes-and-routes
mailto:sustainable.transport@bedford.gov.uk
www.grantpalmer.com
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Getting to the Event continued 
  

By Train
Thameslink and East Midlands Railway trains come to Bedford train station - please check their 
websites for timings.

Additional train services will be run on Sunday 19th July between Bletchley and Bedford. 
For more information please visit the London Northwestern Railway website.

By Bus
Stagecoach will be offering extra late services for our customers on Saturday  
and Sunday to make your celebrations even easier. 

Please visit www.stagecoachbus.com to find out exact times.

Saturday 18th July
•	 Additional 9D Services added to allow hourly service to Stevenage. 

9 / 9A / 9B / 9D Bedford - Hitchin – Stevenage
Sunday 19th July
•	 9D Services now extended to serve Hitchin and Stevenage HOURLY all day  

(between 07:00 and 21:00) with one additional journey at 21:30 too.	   
9 / 9A / 9B / 9D Bedford - Hitchin – Stevenage

•	 1BD - 4 Additional evening journeys added to allow continuous service up until 21:30. 
1 Bedford – Kempston

•	 5BD - 4 Additional evening journeys added to allow continuous service up until 21:30.  
5 Bedford - Elm’s Farm

•	 6BD - 4 Additional evening journeys added to allow continuous service up until 21:30. 
6 Bedford - Kempston

This year, Stagecoach are offering a 25% discount off our Small Group and Large Group Day Riders  
to attract more visitors to the River Festival. Discount Code: EARVRFESTGROUP25R46V 
Can only be redeemed on the Stagecoach App between 15/07/2026 and 20/07/2026.

Terms and Conditions: 

•	 Can be redeemed a maximum of two times per customer. 
•	 Only valid for use on the following products: 

•	 Bedford Small Group Day Rider, Bedford Large Group Day Rider,  
Bedfordshire Plus Small Group Day Rider, and Bedfordshire Plus Large Group Day Rider.

https://www.thameslinkrailway.com/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzNavhKbghgMVKIBQBh3UoACpEAAYASAAEgJK5vD_BwE
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1ZLtkqbghgMVn5hQBh2YDA6WEAAYASAAEgIBTfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk/train-times/bletchley-to-bedford
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
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Site Map
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Drinking Water PointFunfair & Rides

Toilets, Disabled Toilets & Baby Changing

Parking

Park & Ride / Bus Points 

(bridges 5 & 8 are not suitable to wheelchair & pushchair users)
Bridges (1-14)

Railway First Aid - St. John Ambulance

Picnic Area

Road closure point

Disabled Parking
(limited spaces available)

Changing Places

Bar

Stalls & Other Outlets

Ice Creams

Information & Lost Children Point

Food Outlets

Adventure Island

Craft and Gift Marquee

Petting Zoo

SEND Family Area

‘Blue Lights’ Area

Festival of Motoring Displays

For more information visit  www.bedford.gov.uk/riverfestival Russell Park
Main Stage sponsored by The Harpur Centre
 Main Stage
 Craft & Gift Marquee
 Play Area
 Crazy Golf
 Picnic Area

Russell Park Funfair
sponsored by DJT Surfacing Ltd

River Activities
 The Martyn Pearson 
       Grand Parade of Boats
 Grand Cabin Cruiser Parade
 Illuminated Boat Parade

Water Sports Arena
co-ordinated by Canoe Trail
 Kayak Freestyle Ramp
 Stand-Up Paddle Boarding
 Obstacle Races
 Zorbing

Panacea
Museum

John Bunyan
Museum

Longholme Café
& Boat Hire

Sports Island
sponsored by Better
 Stage Performances
 Sporting Demonstrations
 Rowing, Canoeing, Paddle Boarding 
 & Sailing ‘Have A Go’ Sessions

Mill Meadows
sponsored by The Harpur Trust
 Community Stages
 Trade & Charity Stalls
 River Viewing
 Children’s Funfair
 Giant Inflatables
 Living History Area

St. Mary’s Gardens
sponsored by Bedford College
 Family Island with FREE activities for young families
 Adventure Island
 Petting Zoo
 SEND Family Area
 Viewing Area for Dragon Boat Races (Saturday)
 Viewing Area for Raft Races Setup (Sunday)

The Embankment
sponsored by Jewson Partnership Solutions
 Festival Market
 BBC Introducing Stage
 Trade & Charity Stalls
 Viewing Area for the Narrowboat Parade, 
 Cabin Cruiser Parade & Illuminated Boat Parade
 ’Blue Lights’ Area

Arts & Culture Island
 Exhibits
 Displays
 Performances
 Workshops
 Trade

Castle Mound
 Green Earth Village
 Vegan Products and Wellbeing Tent

High Street & Town Bridge
sponsored by Breheny Civil Engineering
 Festival of Motoring
 Bands on the Bridge
 Bedford Music Service Stage

Play Area

Crazy Golf

FESTIVAL BRIDGES
sponsored by Heidelberg Materials
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MULTI-STOREY
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BEDFORD ST. JOHN’S TRAIN STATION
Exit through Melbourne St. Car Park
Follow Kingsway to Cauldwell St.
to reach River Festival site

ROUTE 51 CYCLE PATH
From Sandy to Milton Keynes
via Bedford

PARK & RIDE ELSTOW
Drop O� / Pick Up Point
CAULDWELL STREET

BEDFORD TRAIN STATION
Ashburnham Road 
(via Midland Road)

BEDFORD 
BUS STATION

Greyfriars

CAUTION WHEN CROSSING THE ROAD

FESTIVAL CAR PARKING
Bedford International Athletic
Stadium (BIAS) £10 ALL DAY

FESTIVAL CAR PARKING
Everard Meadow 
£10 ALL DAY

MULTI-STOREY PARKING
River Street Car Park

Disabled bays on Level 1
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ENV021_26  (ACCESSIBILITY)	 design@bedford.gov.uk

For more information and downloads, please visit the Bedford River 
Festival website:

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/riverfestival

events@bedford.gov.uk 

To find out more about this and other activities going on all year round 
in Bedford’s parks, please follow one of our digital platforms:

@BedfordEvents

@bedfordevents

@BedfordEventsUK

Finding out more...


